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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL, 

Read at the Anniversary Meeting, 27th May. 

The Council, according to custom, have to make their Annual 
Report upon the general affairs of the Society since the last 
Anniversary. 

The number of its Members in the past year has been increased 
by 22 new members, whilst, on the other hand, there have been 
only 5 resignations. We have, however, to regret the loss by 
death of 24 Members, of whom 2 were Honorary, and 2 Cor- 
responding. 

The Society now comprises 727 Members, of whom 666 are 
Ordinary, 39 Honorary, and 22 Corresponding. 

Finance. — A reference to the accompanying Balance-Sheet 
will show that the Estimates laid before you last year have been 
closely adhered to ; and the Council have the satisfaction further 
of observing that the income of the Society is again reviving, after 
having suffered from the pressure of the times, in common with 
many other similarly constituted associations. 

The property of the Society now consists of 2224/. \$. \0d. 
stock, with a balance at the banker's of 300/. on the general 
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vi Royal Geographical Society. 

account, and of 41Z. 6s. \\d. belonging to the Library Fund, 
without any accounts outstanding — a statement on which they 
consider they may fairly congratulate the Society. 

Our other assets consist — 

1st. Of the Stock remaining on hand of the Society's Journal, 
from the sale of which we may always expect some addition to 
our annual income : 

2ndly. Our extensive collections of Books, Maps, and Charts 
now become of considerable importance. 

The Society, perhaps, may not be generally aware that our 
Library contains upwards of 4000 volumes, amongst which are 
many works of great rarity and value ; 150 atlases; more than 
1000 pamphlets ; 10,000 maps and charts ; and many models 
and other objects illustrative of geographical science, constituting 
altogether one of the most important collections of the kind ever 
formed by any similar body. 

It is hardly necessary to mention that the collection is avail- 
able as a circulating library for the use of the Fellows. 

The accessions during the past year consist of nearly 500 books 
and pamphlets, 5 atlases, and 250 maps and charts in sheets. 

Amongst the most valuable of our new acquisitions may be 
mentioned — 

Layard's Monuments of Nineveh (folio, 100 plates). 

Maury's Wind and Current Charts. 

Lynch's Map of the Jordan and Dead Sea. 

Atlas of Iceland, by the Icelandic Society of Denmark. 

Col. Chesney's Expedition to the Euphrates and Tigris, &c. 

To Sir Walter C. Trevelyan, Bart., and to Charles Baring 
Young, Esq., the Society are especially indebted for their very 
liberal gifts of books to the Library. 

Library Fund. — This Fund, raised by the individual sub- 
scriptions of a few of the Fellows, has proved a most valuable 
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contribution. An account of its appropriation will appear in 
the supplementary Balance-sheet annexed ; and the Council con- 
sider that the Society is greatly indebted to the gentlemen in 
question for having furnished the means of rendering a very 
valuable portion of our geographical stores as available for easy 
reference as the limited extent of our apartments admit. 

The Arrears due to the Society amounted on the 1st of Janu- 
ary last to 600/., of which lOOZ. has been since recovered. The 
stringent rule which was passed last year with respect to de- 
faulters will oblige us to cancel the greater part of this debt in 
the manner therein prescribed, but it will prevent hereafter the 
possibility of any such large accumulations under this head. 

Royal Donation. — The Council have this year only awarded 
one gold medal, conferred upon John Charles Fremont, Esq., 
formerly of the United States Topographical Engineers, for his 
very important geographical labours in the far West of the 
North American Continent, a particular account of which has 
been published in his work illustrative of his new map of 
Oregon and California, a copy of which has been presented by 
him to the Society. 

The remaining portion of the Royal Donation, placed by Her 
Majesty at the disposal of the Council, has been awarded in nwn^y 
to the Rev. David Livingston, the enterprising missionary, who 
started last year from Kolobeng (South Africa) for the great 
lake of Ngami in the interior, which he and his companions, 
Messrs. Oswell and Murray, have been the first Europeans to 
reach, and correctly to lay down. 

The President will, as usual in his annual Address, more par- 
ticularly state the grounds on which these awards have been 
made to the gentlemen in question. 

Publications.— Two Parts of this Journal have been published 
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since our last annual meeting, and will be delivered free of 
charge to all Fellows of the Society applying for them. The 
next part, due in July, will contain several papers of great 
interest, and will be of larger dimensions than those which have 
preceded it. 

Catalogue. — At the first meeting of the Council in the present 
Session your Secretary laid before them a catalogue, alphabeti- 
cally arranged, of the books and pamphlets belonging to the 
Society, which with great labour he had prepared during the 
previous recess with the assistance of the clerk. This catalogue 
has been submitted to a Committee, and Mr. Greenough has 
been prevailed upon to superintend its progress through the 
press. The want of a catalogue for reference had long been felt, 
and will add greatly to the utility of our library when completed. 

In conclusion, the Council have only further to state, that the 
application, alluded to in the last annual Report as having been 
made to Her Majesty's Government for suitable apartments, or 
for a grant of public money to provide them for the Society, is 
still pending ; no specific reply having been received from Lord 
John Russell. The President, however, has again brought the 
matter under his Lordship's attention in a letter, setting forth the 
strong claims which the Royal Geographical Society can advance 
for such assistance at the public expense ; founded, as he has 
ventured to state, upon a large and liberal expenditure of our 
funds for the encouragement of useful enterprise in the cause of 
geographical discovery, and for the special promotion of a science 
of the first importance to a commercial nation : 7000Z. expended 
upon a Journal disseminating geographical information in every 
part of the world, and upwards of 4000/. more advanced in 
furtherance of various exploring expeditions, the results of which, 
especially that in Guayana, have been of great utility to the public, 
constitute claims of no slight weight. Her Majesty's Govern- 
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ment have on so many occasions been pleased to lend a willing 
ear to the suggestions of this Society, that the Council cannot but 
believe they will be equally inclined, when convenient, to con- 
sider favourably the appeal which has been made to them for 
aid in that particular form, which, whilst to us it is of almost 
vital importance, will enable the Society to redouble its exertions 
in furtherance of those objects which they believe to be of no 
small interest to the public. In the mean time, the Council 
cannot too earnestly impress upon the Fellows the necessity of 
making every exertion to add to our numbers, and thereby to 
our means of becoming still more useful in that particular branch 
of science for the promotion of which we are associated together. 
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Estimate for the Year 1850. 
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